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Futures thinking
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Different futures

Official future
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futures

Inevitable future?
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Possiblilities are just that

ne leisure society
ne paperless office

ne death of the novel
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Times have changed
(but only recently)




Individual versus collective capacity

A Individuals have raw capacity for considering
multiple futures

A Only some of this comes through in discourse
among groups

A Unless a deliberate effort is made,
organisations and society tend to have low
capabillity to consider multiple futures

Professor Richard Slaughter, Australian Foresight Institute



Collapse of societies

New Studies in Archacology

The Collapse
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Failure to anticipate
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A failure of imagination

CATHAL FLYNN
(FAA DIRECTORY):

é the real
September 11 was
a failure of imagination




Inevitable surprises

Peter Schwartz

A OPEC oil crisis

A Collapse of Soviet Union
A Dot-com collapse

A End of retirement?

A Long economic boom?

A Next scientific revolution?
A End of pollution?

A Abrupt climate change?
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President of the Royal Society 1838

A Radio has no future

A X-rays will prove to be
a hoax

A Heavier than air flying
machines are
Impossible






A process for thinking about the future
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Push, pull, weight




Drivers/ uncertainties

A The carbon cycle

A Climate change trends

A Integrated energy technology
A Our changing coastline i
A Reshaping urban environments | 5%
A Carbon capture and storage
A Human responses

A People, culture and religion

A Challenges for rural
communities

A The carbon economy
A Emergency response




A process for thinking about the future




Drivers/ uncertainties

X Social

X Technological
X Environmental
X Economic

X Political




X Social drivers/ uncertainties

.....

A Generational change

I Different attitudes of Baby
. 22YSNRZXZ DSYVY §

I Apocalyptic nihilism,
fundamentalism, activism

A Population aging, growth
and movement

A Civil unrest
A ldeological tensions

A Cultural homogenisation
diversity



X Technological drivers/ uncertainties

A Energy transitions?
A Clean coal

A Carbon sequestratio
A Alternative energies
A Computing power

A Increasing surprises

A Is wisdom keeping u
with consequences?




Past energy transitions (USA)
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X Technological drivers/ uncertainties

A Energy transitions?
A Clean coal

A Carbon sequestratiort§
A Alternative energies
A Computing power
A Increasing surprises

A Is wisdom keeping u
with consequences?
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X Environmental drivers/ uncertainties

A Climate change
A Water ‘i
A Food/ population 8¢ 8
AVolunteerism %=
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Ecological surprises of the®Century

G Pests and pathogens rapidly
evolve resistance to biocides

G Toxins are biomagnified in food
chains

G Emergence of disease is
facilitated by irrigation,
suburbanization, fertilization

G Removing top predators causes
ecological reorganization




X Economic and political drivers

A Economic paradigms
A Globalisation

A Power shifts

A Eastwest balance

A Governance
T Mono-centric?
T Multi-centric?



